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difficult barrier between the Pacific coast of the Far East
and the plains of the Amur and Ussuri valleys. There is only
a very narrow coastal strip between the foot of the mountains
and the sea. In addition to forming a barrier to communica-
tions, these mountains also form an important climatic barrier.
The foothills are low, with gentle slopes, showing evidence
of denudation and erosion, and from the mountain-tops the
Pacific slopes have the appearance of gently rolling forest
lands. The average height of the range is about 2700 feet,
but the highest points exceed 6000 feet.
In the southern portion of the range, on the eastern slopes
(i.e., north-east of Vladivostock), lead, zinc, coal, and other
minerals are mined.
The Mountain Ranges of Sakhalin. A depression runs meri-
dionally through the centre of the island, and on either side
a range of mountains rises, attaining a height of 6500 feet in
the east. Oil is found on the flanks of the western range.
The Verkhoyansk System. This system consists of a large
number of mountain ranges, arranged in four parallel arcs,
nearly 300 miles wide. The outer, southern arc, composed of
the Verkhoyansk and the Kolyma Ranges, continues towards
the north-east in the Anadyr Range.
The western part of the Verkhoyansk Range is composed
largely of pre- Cambrian and Silurian rocks, intensely folded
and fractured, while in the east the earlier formations are
covered by strongly dislocated formations of marine Triassic
origin. The greatest heights are about 8000 feet, and the
slopes bear traces of at least two glaciations.
The recently discovered Gherski Mountains consist of nine
parallel Alpine chains, rising to 10,000 feet in some parts,
over 600 miles long and 190 miles wide. Together with
ranges lying to the east they form the inner central portion
of three mountain arcs which run parallel to the Verkhoyansk-
Kolyma system. They are considerably higher than the
latter. The Gherski highlands form a horst, uplifted in recent
times and composed of intensely folded Triassic strata lying
above folded Palaeozoic formations. There are also some
patches of lower Cretaceous or Jurassic deposits. Prior to